
Downloading & Transferring eBooks 

Initial Setup 

If you are using a Barnes & Noble Nook, Sony Reader, Kobo, Literati, Pandigital Novel or other 

dedicated e-reader you will need to do the following before checking out ebooks. 

1. Download and install Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) on your computer. 
To check out ebooks and read them on your e-reader (or home computer), you must 

install the free software program Adobe Digital Editions. This program manages the 

eBooks you have borrowed and lets you read and transfer eBooks to an e-reader. On the 

ADE website, scroll down and click the “Launch” button to download and install the 

software.  

2. Create an Adobe ID and authorize your computer. 
In order to transfer your downloaded eBooks to your e-reader, you will need to create a 

free Adobe user ID. After ADE has installed, a setup assistant will appear and prompt 

you to authorize your computer by logging in with an Adobe ID. To create an Adobe ID, 

click “get an Adobe ID online” in the setup assistant window. 

Note: If you choose “Don’t Authorize Computer,” you can still download eBooks from 

the library and read them on your computer, but you will not be able to transfer them to 

your e-reader. 

3. Activate your e-reader. 

Connect the compatible e-reader to your computer and open the Adobe Digital Editions 

program. ADE should detect the e-reader and a "Device Setup Assistant" window will 

display. Click "Authorize Device." The program will activate the e-reader which will 

allow you to transfer DRM-protected eBooks to the device.  

Note: Adobe Digital Editions and the e-reader must be activated with the same Adobe ID 

to transfer DRM-protected eBooks to the device. 

Checking out and Downloading an eBook 

The OverDrive catalog (http://overdrive.dbrl.org) is where you can search and download eBooks 

and audiobooks. You can click on one of the collection links to the right (under eBook Fiction or 

eBook Nonfiction), or browse the featured eBooks collection near the top of the catalog. 

1. Once you have found an eBook to check out, click the “Add to cart” link, then click 

“Proceed to Checkout.” 

2. Enter your library card number and PIN (by default, your birth date in the format 

MMDDYYYY). 

3. Click “Confirm check out” and then click the “Download” button under each eBook. 

4. In the pop-up window that appears, select “Open with: Adobe Digital Editions.” 

5. Adobe Digital Editions will open on your computer and begin downloading the eBook. 

Note: If you accidentally chose “Save File” instead of “Open with” when downloading the 

book, you can manually click and drag the eBook to Adobe Digital Editions or select “Add Item 

to Library” under the ADE "Library" menu. 



Tip: You can return the eBook to the library manually via the pop-up menu in the upper-left-

hand corner of the book.  

Transferring eBooks to an E-reader Using Adobe Digital Editions 

1. Once you’ve downloaded the eBook, plug your e-reader into your computer.  

2. Click the Library View icon (three book spines) in ADE. Your e-reader should appear on 

the left-hand side. 

3. Select the eBook and drag it to your e-reader. 

4. Disconnect your e-reader by ejecting it safely from your computer.  

5. Follow the device instructions to locate and read the eBook.  

Note: For the Nook, you should be able to find the eBook in Library > My Files > Digital 

Editions or Documents. 

Taken from the Daniel Boone Regional Library Web Site (http://www.dbrl.org/ebooks/download-

transfer-ebooks) 

 


